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DECLINE IN PRCES |

FORETOLD BY BENNER,

Ohio Farmer Prophet ls~uv~| The EngineerCommissioner | Elaborate

Predictions

HIS ANNUAL FORECAST|

Republicans Tipped Offi to Win Presi-
dential Election—Years
Plenty Ahead.

of

NEW YORK, Samuel

ner's prophecies

Drac =3
for 1904 have been
sued and the bulls of Wall Street
much cast down, while the bears are
correspondingly elated Mr. Benner
thinks prices in all lines of industry aie
going to be much lower in the coming
year, but belie will be the turning
point in the bear movement and will be
followed by twenty years of inflation
These prophecies have often
correct in commercial as well as poiiti-
cal matters that they

are

Ben-
s

are

A

Ves K

been

taken serious-

1y in the business world

Benner en Ohio farmer who tills
the soil by day and studies the stars Dy
night. For many vears he was a local
oracle only He told the farmers of his
neighborhood by star gazing whether
or not to plant their potatoes in ths
dark of the moon, when it would be the

best time to shuck corn to get the best
results, and how best to swap a roan
horse for a sorrel when the moon was
in perigree. By and by the fame of his
predictions spread through the whols
country round and for twenty years o1
more they have been published in
pamphlet form every year. The first
copy of the 184 volume reached Wal
Street yesterday and was read

deep interest by the
Benner's predictions
lows:

speculators. .
for 1904 are as !xl

Leading Predictions.
I predict that prices for pig iron,
railroad stock and many commodities
will be lower in 194 than in 1903.

“I predict that the Republican par-
ty will be successful in the election of
November, 1904,

“l predict that after the year 194
there will be a revival in trade, better
times and that higher prices will pre-
vailuntil the yea-~ 1911

“The present down cycle in prices and
in general business ends in 1904; and by
reason of protective tariff this country
has not had an old-fashioned period of
hard times during the last three years
Nevertheless, there has been stu-
pendous fail in prices and shrinkage in
values of railroad and industrial securi-
ties, with

a severe decline in iron

Influence of E'ection.

“Prices for iron, railroad stocks and
many industrial securities will continue
to be depressed until the future policy
of this Goveérnment is settled in the
coming election for Presjdent.

“Now, while we have had a disastrous
reaction in prices f{rom stocks and in-
vestment securities, it is to be reason-
ably expected shat a further moderate
business reaction will follow to the close
of this low.eyele.

“Therefore, the decline in iron and
wtesd ourtailmeant of erders. for railread
materigff And  manufactured commddi-
ties will continue through the year 19%.

“The

year 18005 will be the beginning
of a new up cycle in plg iron, and for

a long continued prosperity in general
business, lasting until the néxt com-
mercial revulsion, which will be in 1911.

“The coming opportunities to catch
business and prices at their lowest
limits of depression will not happen

again for twenty years. It is estimated
by financial experts that the shrinkage
in values in raiiroad, mining and vari-
Sus-Industrial securities during the last
two years amount to $4,000,000,000 1t is
possible that the loss of this vast
amount ot money can be recovered and
& thousand million dollars more of in-
flated valaes added to these securities
during the (uming vears n( prmiwrny.“

BOSTONESE AFFLICTED
NOW WITH HUMERITIS

Shoulders of Men Who Always Hang to
Straps in Street Cars Get Out

of Shape. SAYS A DIPLOMATIST]
A LA MANCHESTER, England, Dec -
;B('b“ )N, Muss., Dec. 23, —Boston phy- | The London correspondent of the ‘I
sieians ‘have discovered a new disease | “Guardian’’ today sends his paper an|
prevalent In Bostor which they have | Interview with a diplomatist, “who has |
tfrmed “humeritis,” or “Boston should- | hitherto taken a very optimistic J"“f;
er.” due to continual strap-hanging in | ¢f the situation in the Far East."” The|
the subway cars correspondent says |
‘A large majority of men vo meet. " “This diplomatist now regards the <::—i
¥3 one physiciar ou will fir ar 1iation as black and dangerous. Indeed, | S { rt for Extra Large Turk-
iop-sided, with the rig) he trifle | he thinks the Czar and Count Lams- | 8'7_5' I 1 “hair, 535 50 ish Chair, covered in fin-
han the Jeft travel | orff (Russian minister of ‘u"» ign af o S :” iy « ions. Regular est quality leather; regular value $45.
! on 5 the | fairs), are being hurried onward by the ‘, 5]0 50 for Large Turkish
P Iways de- | more ardent and more warlike sj i Chalir, spring back 2nd
\ - y in.their sho ers, | Russia d the East. He fears ! at, covered in verona; regular
and the fa growing more n bie | renl capacity and the spirit of Japanese | ““" 8.
every day. Tennis players, bas { | resointion ).."A‘ been underestimated |
players, fencer lamplighter oY 1 | #
} 5 |
painters, and those who use thir rizot | KOREAN SHIPS ATTACKED | $18.50 $4.75
arm ard shoulders in an elevated i |
tion &re also prone to the dlisease | BY CHINESE BRIGANDS | for Larg p
“The ligaments of the right shoulder | ! 1 1 for this Beauti
I ks 1 e ! oli . uti-
become  strotched pern 1 er| . ERSBUR( e The ¥ L : ful v 3
twenty minutes to an hour d: f thig] D a’ prints a dispatch from | Cheval Mirror; regu- 4 .“ ishiy
strain. The unnatural strain, especially | V12 stating that the Chun-| ! 375 g s
from strap-hanging, not only weaker .-’ ‘h ese brigand bands, have | lar value, $2 dle-seat Rgek-
the joints and muscles of the shquiders, | BTOWT enormously, and now swarm the g g ‘1 I
but also weake w heart ac ;:.I;y‘ 41-1.VI""-"-I‘.k~’ of the River gari., Th “""! o S $
affects the brg centers u.mr'r»n'. 4‘ 0 r:lr:n[r»g over the p ;\'ixw!‘ of Uss l 1 F "1l Quar W ad e
= i of O r a beal ul Quar- .1 ;
producing = chre neurasthenia in|20d along the Gulf of Olga. g | 512 {nr.(l Oa Polished regular  value,
e ~ ¢ robbers are armed with V > | - - 1 0
women | . (Cheval H~s cost elrewhere $18.00, $8.00
| ter rifles, and find no difficuity in raid- | )
LAKE SHORE RA'LROAD i towns At one point the brigands |
1 » established a custom house, from | L
DECLARES A Dlv'DEND! which point they have begun ,‘,,,”,k“‘g‘ . sl 25 '[hrltlm.'.'xﬂ!::l' r(l.t\ldnn Oak
| Korean vesseis carrying supplies 'r,-( * “cpthier: Dext Bagkee.

NEW YORK "o 92 Tha r | Viadtvostock. A number of murders| for handsome Polished
.‘ .,’\_ ,D o e The Lak f have ocecurred, which can be traced t'-i 53-95 Rocker, saddle t:e:\(ﬁ cost
and N in Southern Railway | the brigands | regularly $6.00, :

! ha lared a rr-hni-ulmuul | gy o e {

r "'; : '-: { per cent { General Teranchx Decorated. | 58 75 for extra large Denim-

t 1iced the stock on an 8 per cent = a | . ered B Couch, rith
: W o BERLIN, Dec. B.—The Kalser today [} ,.¢inteq self opener; cost eisewhere CREDIT

conferred the Order of the Red Ragle | £10.00
PAR'S BAKERS VOTC General Teranchi, Japanese minis-
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RUSSIA REJECTS

JAPAN'S DEMANDS

(Co n'mu"tl from First Page.)
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{ THE STORE THAT SAVES YOU MONEY. |
OPEN EVENINGS. |

5HIBH SGHOOL PUPILS

Musical Pro-

! orams in Three Schools.

FAVORS FOLLOWING CUSTOMJ INSPIRED BY PRACTICE

Many Weeks of Training by Edwin S.
Tracy and Miss Sallie Mason Pro-
duce Fine Results.

|
} I'hree notable concerts were given to-
{day at the various Washington High
Schoolg, when the pupils of each divi-

sion took part in an intere
lightful musical program.

sting

For two weeks preparations have been
lm;nl'_ for today's concerts and the re-
| =ults highly justified the efforts of pupils
i;cvn'l instructors.
| The first concert was given at 9 o'clock
| this merning at the Ceniral H School, |

when 875 young

voices united in
veral well-known Christmas
The grecat ensemble., and the fine
ner in ich the young men and women
sang the gelections was not only
cal treat, but inspiring one,

Chorus and Orchestra.
Following the

inging

SONngs

an

concert at the Central

there was another at 11 o'clock at the

Western, and at 1 o'clock the third re-
cital was given at the Eastern High
Sch wl. The same program was used at
all 1hree entertainments, and proved as
entestaining as the oceasion and cir-
cnmstances demanded.

The choruses were recruited from
nupils of the several schools and were
drilled by Edwin 8. Tracy. who also
rehearsed with signal success an or-
chestra of twenty pupils, which fur-
nished the accompaniment, assisted by

Miss Sallle Mason, the regular accom-
panist in the puble schools.
The Program.

Among the numbers which figured on
the program were:

March from “Tannhauser’ (Wagner),
High 8chool Orchestra; pilgrims’ cho-
rus from “Tannhauser’ (Wagner),;

“Christmas Bella” (Gilchrist); “Christ-
mas Song"” (Schumann); “Gather
Around the Christmas Tree:.” “‘Christ.
mas Carol” (Reinecke); *“Ring Out,

Vild Bells” (Gilchrist): “There Were
Shepherds Abiding in the Field” (Men.
delssohn); “Glory to God.”” Miss Alys
Bentley, soloist; “The Glory of the
Lord” (Mendelssohn),

The High School Orchestra is com.
posed of the Misses Corsa Woodward
and Messrs. Boernstein, Pole, Lee, Levy,
McSween, Lent, Rummel, Gill, Kahiert,

and Orton,

WORKING TO PREVENT
MORE YELLOW FEVER

Public Health Servxce Busy Along the
Texas Border.

Special efforts are being
Public Health and Marine Hospital Ser-
vice to prevefit a recurrence next sum-
mer of the yellow fever epidemic on the

made by the

Texas border. While the fever has now
been stamped out at Laredo and s
rounding Jlowns, it is. feared next seg-

son will witness a return of the

Dr. Wyman sald this morning he
h.n] recently held a conference, with Drs.

Tabor and Souchon in reference to pre-
\-vml-m of another fever epidemic. In
order to accomnligh it, it will be neces-
sary to clean up the towns along the
border thoroughly He is convinced of
tue correctness of the mosquito theory,

disease,

and every effort will be made to prevent
spre ad of the disease next summer
through this agency.

and de-|

man-

a musi- |

ARHY VETERANS T0 ACT | COMPLAINANTS' DENIAL

NOT TO BE AN AVENUE| - SING CHRISTHAS SONGS| [N ENGCH HURST GASE

| The Responsibility Will Be |
Placed, They Say.

MISS LENIG

| Superintendent of Emergency Hospital
Denies That Patient Signed
Paper Under Duress.

Investigation is to be made, at the in-
stance of veterans of John A. Rawlins
Post and high officials of the Depart.
ment of the Potomac, G. A, R,, into the
charge preferred by taeir comrade,
Enasch Hurst, that he was detained at
the Emergency Hospital against his
; protests until he had signed a paper re-
leasing the institution from responsibil-
for his injuries, received by being
run over by the hospital ambulance.
| Local veierans announced this morn-
| inz that although they had not . yet
taken any definite action in the case,
| the responsibility would be placed, and
injustice had been done Comrade
| Hurst, reparation would be demanded.

The G. A. R. men aré bent upon see-
ing the ends of justice conserved, .nd
will, with the assistaace of Attorney
Block, ascertain the facts.

At Providence Hospital, where Hurst
was taken after leaving the Emergency
Hospital, he was reported to be resting
quietly and doing as well as could be ex-
pected.

‘!ily

{ if any

Miss Lenig’s Denial,

Nothing more is to be given out from
the Emergency Hospital concerning the
allegations made by Encch Hurst until
a consultation can be held by the au-
thorities.

Irene B. Lenig, superintendent, how-
ever, said she felt surc she could pro-
duce evidence which would weaken the
claim of Hurst that he signed the paper
under duress. Miss Lenig said that in
view of the suit which weald probably
be brought against the bospital, Presi-
dent Boardman was unwilling that any
statements should e given out at pres-
ent.

FIRE DRILL TERMINATES
HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

Christmas Tree Ablue at St. Dominic’s
While 300 Children Were
Assembled There.

Three hundred children were assem-
bled this morning in the main recitation
rcom of St. Dominic’s school, Sixth and
F' Streets southwest, for a morning hol-
iday celebration. -

The Christmas trees. two of them,
were in place, and it was decided to
light them. One of the trees, which was
dry, ignited, and in a moment the whole
was in a Dblaze. Thv- children were
marched out without 2ign of disorder
by their tutors, and ‘\n { Engine Com-
pany was called. The fire spread 0 a
biackboard and partition behind the
tree, but so energetically did the school
authorities fight the flames that they
were practically under control when the

department arrived on the scene. The
damage amounted to $75.

Fire from an unknown cause did $50
damage this morning in the store of
Joseph Harbour, 712 Second Street
northwest. A little later the chimney
of Amanda Anderson’s house, at 621
S8cott Avenue northwest, caught fire,
and Firemen Watts and McKay, of

Truock F, extinguished it without calling
out the department.

SPEGIAL MONEY-

SAVING VALUES

{

| CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

IS CONFIDENT!

l
|

gpers covered with figures.

IN SHIP TRUTS GASE

Never Saw Letters Placed
in Evidenece.

OF CONTEMPT

CHARGES

Willingness Expressed to Proceed With
Investigation, But Not to Side-
track Main Issue.

NEW YORK, Dec. 2.-—-8Samuel Un-
termeyer, counsel for the complainants,
in the proceedings to make the receiver
of the United Statea Shipbuilding Com-
pany permanent, opened the hearing
this morning by denying that his firm
had been a party in making public the
communications which passed between
Mr. Alexander, counsel for John W,
Young, promoter of the shipyard com.
bine while in Paris, and his firm in New
York.

Mr. Untermeyer declared that his firm
had never even seen the communica,
tions until printed, and “that the ef-
forts of opposing counsel to VQ the
issue brought up on the plea of ¢on-
tempt of court for their publication was
only an excuse to becloud the real issue,
which sought to show fraud and treach-
ery on the part of one who controllea
the directors of the shipyard combine
and the company itself.”

Gates a Listener,

John W. Gates, who was called as a
witness, came into court at this time,
and listened attentively to what Mr. Un
termeyer sald. Mr. Untermeyer =aid he
would be willing, at a proper time, to
make an investigation of the so-called
charges of contempt, but he did ask
that “‘certain acts of the other side be
investigated, such as the work of the
press agent of Mr. Schwab in giving out
reports.”

William D. Guthrie, counsel for Mi.
Schwab, sald in answer, that he had
subpoenaed several witnesses for the
purpose of investigating the ‘harges ot
contempt.

Mr. Untermeyer objected. znd Special
Examiner Olyphant ruled that the com.
plainants’' case be proceeded with.

Alfred Rose, expert accountant, who
examined the books of the Bethiehem
Steel Company for the receiver of the
shipyard cobmine, was the first witness.

Mr. Rose was heavily armed with pa.

After guall.
fying, Mr. Rose submited reports ot
earnings for the various years, com.
mencing in 1900,

WANT APPROPRIATION
CONTINUED UNTIL USED

The District Commissioners have re-
quested an opinion from the Comptroller
of the Treasury, relative to an appro-
priation made In 1901 for constructing
the sewage disposal system.

The sum of $2,493.27 remains unexpend-
ed, but Auditor Garrison believes it is
not available for the reason that it was
a current appropriation for 1801.

The Commluioners want the appro-

priation made ‘‘running,” so that the
money can ba available until used.

LEAGUE DENOUNGED
BY NEGRO REPUBLICANS

Blaine Invincibles Adopt Resolutions |
Aimed at National Suf-
» frage Body.

The Blaine Invincible Republican Club,
at a meeting last night, presided over
by Col. Perry H. Carson, passed resolu-

tions “‘denouncing the procceding of the
self-constituted convention” of the Na-
tional Suffrage League, held in \‘\'ash-,‘
irgton December 14 and 15, 1908, The
resolution, drafted by Colonel Carson,
R. 8. Smith, and J. W, Bell, follows:

“Whereas at 2 recent convention held
in this city known as the National Suf-
fiage league, called and conducted by
Rev. S. L. Corrothers, which met for
two days and accomplished nothing,
having divided in two separate orgam-
zations.

“Be it resolved, That we, the members
of the Blaine Invincible Republican
C.ub feel with keen regret the ac-
g¢lon of sald convention and con-
demn its conduct: bulieving that said
convention would have resulted in much
gcod if the purpose for which it was
called had been discussed In a fair, in-
telligent and from a non-political stand-
point.

“Further, we disapprove of the disor-
der and way in which sald convention
performed its work.

“Further, we cannot any longer look
t¢ such men to lead us, but must look
to the counservative workingmen to di
rect our affairs, and lead us onward to
a better condition in this country.

“Further, we indorse the principles of
the Repubiican party and wiil do all we
can to elect delegates from the District
of Columbia wha shall vote for the nom-
ination of President Roosevelt and pray
for his election to the Presidency in
1804,

“Further, that a mass meeting be
called by theBlaine Invincible Club for
the citizens of the District of Columbia
at an early date.”

GHINA N WHITE HOUSE
WILL BE EXHIBITED

Collection of Historic Dishes to Be
Placed in Cases and Displayed
in Lower Halls.

The Best Gift Santy
Can Bring You.

PIANOS

Less Than Half.

The best Santa Claus is the Santa
Claus that brings a piano, and the best
Christmas is the Christmas that
a piano into your house—to keep t
young folks at home nights—to
an endless source of entertainment and
to give your children a m educs-
tion. It i£ not too late to get that
piano now—tonight or tomorrow. Heze's
the opportunity, Every square and
organ in our warehouse is to closed
out a. almost give-away nrices, and on
the easiest of easy terms.

Such makes as Steins, Knabes, Chick-
erings, Vose, and Steinways are going

at prices like these.

Pianos at . $20

Pianos at . . . $36

Pianos at . . . $456

Pianos at . . . $656

And others proportionately
reduced.

Good Upright Piano for $145.00
F. G. SMITH heawr

Bradbury {925 Pa. Ave.

Building,
——

.

PERFUMERY

Tne best French, English,

and American makeés

- - ,
Williams’ 5207

Cor. Ninth anda F Sts.

tcre

The largs and valuable coll:action of
historic china at the White House, now
stcred away on the upper shelves of the
pantries, where no one ever sees it, will
be placed on public exhibition.

No end of inquiries are made by
women cailing at the White House to
see this china. As the result of a con-
ference on the subject between Mrs.
Roosevelt and Colonel Symons, Superin-
tendent of Buildings and Grounds, it has
been decided teo put the china in glass
cases, which will be provided in the low-
er hallway. This will be a permanent
arrangement, and it is expected this and
future Administrations will add to the

Men’s & Boys’ Sweaters.
500 morza at 98c;

worth double.

They're beauties.

. AUERBACH,

: 7 & H.

¥ Importer of Saxony
Wool Jackets and
Sweaters, Men's,
Ladies’, Boys’, and
Girls',

C
The Union Stors

collection.

CLOSED ALL DAY FRIDAY (XMAS DAY)

fit, and give satisfaetion.
the right size.

assured here tomorrow.

HAHN'S SHOES IN THE STOCKINGS
EARN GRATITUDE FOR THE GIVER

We here give over 50 wize, practical, exeellent Xmas suggestions, which will refleet eredit
upon you—besides saving time. worry, and money.
They may be exchanged after the holidays if you den't happen to gness
Notwithstandiug our enormous holiday sales, we still have nearly as many shoes in
our three stores as all other Washington stores together contain.

Every “HAHN" Shoe is gnaranteed to wear,

Prompt and efficient serviee is

-

%
l

AND
EASY
PAYMENTS.

| 55 95 for large Velour - covered,
Foq -{ | ol RS - - Oak- Yrdm- Couch; cost you
| ! 3
s GENERAL STR'KE‘ WILL CLOSE FOR THREE DAYS. | elsewhere $9.50

PARIS, Dec. 23.-At a large nuc»tmgl House & Herrmann wish to :.-.rnrmI $10 SO i";’n;”;»'x,(r_;‘\ large 'I‘urk’lsh

: 413 . Hwelr | - y uch, cove ir

today the bakers of Paris, and the em- [ their patrons that they will f”" thelr i1 erona; cost you .,““,“.').“fr,, y‘.s'.ru =
ployes of four other supply corperations, | establishment Christmas Eve at 6|
voted to order a general strike i o'clock, and will remain closed uptil|
it will go into «ffcet at once. s December 25, |
s SN R— ==

CA ST ORI A forisfartsand Chigms,  Bears the
The Kind You Have Aiways Bought

Bignature

S. E. Cor. Tth

THE HUB FURNITURE Go.,

and D Sts. H. W.

PR e ettt

Gifts for Men

For Children For Ladies

Handy Bathroom Slippers,

B Sl g rll 15¢
48°

i
69¢
95¢

Imitation Alligator, Felt,
and Velvet House Slippers...

%1 grade Imitation Allizn(nr
Slippers, tan or black.

Tan or black kid and flex-
ible sole Cloth Sliprners........

Wool-lined Buckle Arctics 95C
and Stcrm Overshoes...........

$1.50 Kid-lined, Seal, Calf Kid,
Walrus, and Felt Romeo

SL19
$1.25

$1.50
$1.95

and Low-cut Slippers...,

Satin Calf solid double
sole Laced and Gaiters...
$2 grade Tan and Bilack;
very soft and pretty Slip-
T e R P gl L

All our $2.£0 and 33 finest
House Slippers, reduced to.

Guaranteed Patent l-"ﬂh‘r Calf
and Kid, Dress and Ev- 95
ery-day Shoes...............

Good quality Rubber and (alf

Boots, light or heavy

WelENES. .. .ooccaosnnsapesionsa $2 50
Best 3350 quality

King Rubber Brml: .........

Our “Gem.” fine hand-made Viei
Kid. Box «Calf. and Patent Colt

Dress Walking, and 33 00

Storm Shoes......c.covveveens

Booth's famous Patent Ideal Kid
$5 grade Laced and But-

Babies” Warm Laced Shoes,

' 19C Black Cheviot Warm Over- 199

in pretty colors. BRI s a2 i i e
Babies" Soft Kid Boots and c 7 2 rada

Moccasine: all ColoTa. ..o - 25° g vessh  Retieein SN
Boys' and Girls” Warm Felt c _

House %pre'r .................. 35 50c Storm Rubber Over 39:
Misses' 30c grade Storm 37C Bhoen, al Shol......oioociona
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Wm. Hahn & Co.’

Three Reliable Shoe Houses
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